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Contrasting Two Approaches: Women in Development 

And Gender in Development

	Women in Development (WID)
	Gender in Development 

(GID)

	The Approach

	An approach which views women as the problem
	An approach to development

	The Focus

	Women
	Relations between men and women

	The Problem

	The exclusion of women (half of the productive resources from the development process)
	Unequal relations of power (rich and poor, women and men) that prevents equitable development and women’s full participation

	The Goal

	More efficient , effective development
	Equitable, sustainable development with women and men as decision-makers

	The Solution

	Integrate women into the existing development process
	Empower the disadvantaged women and transform unequal relations

	The Strategies

	Women’s projects

Women’s components

Integrated projects

Increase women’s productivity

Increase women’s ability to look after the household
	Identify/address practical needs determined by women and men to improve their condition

At the same time address women’s strategic interests.

Address strategic interests of the poor through people-centred development


